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I decided on a briefly 
stated theme that 
would fulfil two objec-
tives: the first to ex-
plain Rotary to non-
Rotarians, and the 
second to validate our 
work for Rotarians," he 
said. "The words I 
have selected to de-

scribe Rotary's current 
mission and to high-
light our achievements 
are what we do best: 
Building Communities 
-- Bridging Continents.  

He encouraged district 
governors-elect to re-
examine traditional 
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procedures that were 
no longer best prac-
tices and to begin new 
traditions where appro-
priate. 

 

Ray Klinginsmith  
RI President 
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He is an attorney in Kirksville, 
Missouri, USA, who now works 
primarily in the areas of com-
mercial and corporate law, real 
estate, and estate planning.   

He retired in August of 1995 as 
General Counsel and Profes-
sor of Business Administration 
for Truman State University 
(formerly Northeast Missouri 
State University) in Kirksville 

after 22 years of service.   

During his tenure at the Uni-
versity, he also served as 
Dean of Administration for a 
period of five years during the 
University’s transition to a lib-
eral arts and sciences institu-
tion.  Since his retirement from 
the University, he served a 
four-year term as a county 
commissioner for Adair County 
from 2001 thru 2004.  

A Rotarian for more than 40 
years, Ray is currently a mem-
ber of the Kirksville Rotary 
Club.   

He studied at the University of 
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Cape Town as a Rotary Foun-
dation ambassadorial scholar in 
1961, and when he was elected 
to the board of directors for Ro-
tary International in 1984, he 
became the first recipient of a 
Rotary Foundation award to 
serve on the RI board. 

Ray’s wife, Judie, is a former 
elementary school teacher in 
Macon and Kirksville and a for-
mer consultant for the Child De-
velopment Assistant program at 
the Kirksville Area Vocational 
Centre. � 
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Welcome to my first News-
letter as President.! 

It will be a brief message 
from me today, as this edi-
tion has much to read inside 
it’s pages.  I now have elec-
tricity so can use my com-
puter but it is now Sunday 
afternoon and I know Allan 
needs these few words ur-
gently so you can all get the 

Newsletter before our 
next meeting. 

Firstly I wanted to thank 
all those who attended 
last night’s Change Over 
Dinner.  I hope you en-
joyed it as much as I did!!  
We aimed to make it a 
festive occasion, with 
some special features, 
notably Arthur Wait being 
made a Paul Harris Fel-
low.  I thought the club 
facility looked fun but will 
have to talk to them about 
the heating, or should I 
say lack of it.  I do hope 
no-one got too cold. 

For those members who 
couldn’t make but who 

rang me to wish me well 
and congratulate me on 
this auspicious occasion, 
many thanks.  I appreciate 
all the positive messages 
people have been kind 
enough to say or send. 

We have included Janine’s 
speech last night, for those 
who were not able to make 
it last night.  Another im-
portant segment is the 
club’s strategic plan for the 
next year.  So happy read-
ing and see as many as 
can make it on Tuesday 6th 
July. 

Yours in Rotary, 

President Helen 
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“Whether Rotary will thrive, or whether it will 
falter; 
Whether our service will mean much to many, 
or little to few; 
Whether Rotary is known with respect, or seen 
as a relic of 
Days gone by; all this is up to you. 
 
 

THE FUTURE OF ROTARY IS IN YOUR HANDS! 
 

I am delighted to say our Club has embraced this 
theme and proof is evident through 11 new mem-
berships and the overwhelming eagerness of peo-
ple to participate and organise projects for the 
benefit of our Community at large.  “Many hands 
make light work” and I would like to say well done 
and keep the momentum going.   
 

My passion for Rotary has not waned.  I look for-
ward to every Tuesday with great anticipation and 
wish to acknowledge our President Elect Helen 
Nichols for her tremendous effort in sourcing a col-
lective of varied, interesting, and at times, thought 
provoking guest speakers.  The purchase of a pro-
jector this year provided a useful tool for many of 
our speakers and demonstrated the professional-
ism in which we operate. 
 

Sadly for some members weekly attendance is be-
coming inherently difficult with changes in working 
environments and the demands modern life places 
upon us.     
 

Nevertheless each and every member’s contribu-
tion to community service is appreciated and ac-
knowledged.   
 

A captain of a ship (albeit 5’2” and inexperienced) 
could not manage uncharted waters without the 
assistance of her Officers.  To me the Officers have 
become my family.  I will miss the monthly Board 
meetings at my home, usually followed by an infor-
mal dinner afterwards. One of our new Board mem-
bers referred to the experience as “it’s like the 
Vicar of Dibly”.  Although my time keeping was not 
great and meeting procedures often went astray … 
it would be fair to say we had fun!!!  
 

It is with great pleasure I introduce to you and 
thank my team for 2009/2010: 
 

President Elect – Helen Nichols 
Vice President – Kevin Hollister 
Secretary – Kay Dowling (Pillar of strength/
modernised the position/resident photographer/
backbone of the club --- my Rotary Mum) 
Treasurer – Neil Sheridan  (Retiring from position 
after 6 years) 
Assistant Treasurer – Richard Lovell (Able to at-
tend Board meetings) 

Past President – Tony Lutfi 
Directors – Nic Mangos, Ian Swan, Shaunee Fox 
                   Rick Harcourt 
 

My team, the Officers, were there to assist in man-
aging the ship but could not operate effectively 
without the support of the crew.  Every member of 
the Rotary Club of Adelaide East forms an integral 
part of its workings and maintenance.  I believe this 
also extends to the spouses and family members 
…. Thank you and well done. 
 

It was my objective as President of Adelaide East 
Rotary to establish a platform of strength so that 
the Club’s leadership may be handed to President 
Elect Helen in a state of vigorous financial and 
membership strength. 
 

So what have we achieved? 
 

We have grown in the last year by 11 new mem-
bers thanks to member’s referrals and Rick Har-
court wooing them with his charm as Membership 
officer at Chianti Restaurant. 
Re-established a vibrant and strong club fellow-
ship. 
 

Held various social events that have cemented the 
links between members … in particular our recent 
High Tea gathering proved to be an enormous suc-
cess at no cost to members. 
 

Significantly increased fund raising. 
We have increased our financial basis over the 
past several years to a point where we can and 
have donated monies to worthy causes. 
We have modified our meeting procedures in line 
with a more modern approach. 
 

An initiative of Kay Dowling, have established a 
photo album and slide show as a record of our 
achievements and fun times for members to be re-
minded of these and commenced a library for the 
Club. 
 

We have reviewed the times of Board meetings to 
enable more board members to attend and have 
also added a meal at the end to encourage fellow-
ship and sharing of ideas. 
 

We have instituted a birthday biscuit ritual to recog-
nize individual member’s special days …. Keep 
baking those biscuits Rosy! 
 

We have acquired a projector for the club which 
assists in our guest speaker arrangements … 
Thanks Kevin Woods for rescuing the computer 
illiterate. 
 

We have explored some different fund raising and 
profile raising options during this past year … we 
shall not forget the Car Rally where Rotarians 
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From the Council on Legislation 

· E-clubs became a permanent part of Ro-
tary International. 

· A fifth Avenue of Service was added: New 
Generations Service. 

· Transferring and former Rotarians must 
obtain a certificate from the board of the pre-
vious club confirming the prospective mem-
ber’s prior membership in that club. 

· No club may limit membership in the club 
on the basis of sexual orientation. 

The RI Board was requested — through a 
resolution — to consider proposing legislation 
to the next Council to create a new type of 
membership: satellite club membership. 
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proudly wore their Rotary T-shirts and hooned 
around the hills in search of the Green Man Inn.  
A number of members have visited other Clubs for 
meetings and this has resulted in close connec-
tions with and co-operation with several other 
clubs. 
 

Combined meeting with Woodville Rotary Club for 
their Mad Hatters Party …. 3 of our members tak-
ing home best hat awards!! 
 

Sent a strong contingent from our Club to the Dis-
trict Conference in Wallaroo. 
 

We have presented a Community Service Award 
to a worthy recipient along with a cheque for 
$5,000.00. 
 

We have increased transmission of information 
via our updated newsletter and website. Contrib-
uted to the Rotary Foundation via Paul Harris Fel-
low and a $ 2,500.00 donation. Designed and dis-
tributed our new Club T-Shirts. Implemented the 
lodgement of Child Protection Forms. Forwarded 
a cheque for $699.13 in support of the education 
of Worarat Suwannaslip (known as Beauty) in 
Thailand. Continued the community service of 
providing a driver every Friday for Meals on 
Wheels. Donated $1,000.00 to Gillies Street Pri-
mary School in support of their Brick project. 
 

Donated $ 350.00 to Hutt Street Centre for their 
“Angel for a Day” project  which feeds 200 home-
less men breakfast and lunch for one day … our 
Club will also be providing volunteers to serve the 
meal on our nominated day. Donated $ 525.00 to 
RYLA/RYPEN in support of their leadership train-
ing programme. Purchased a storage cupboard. 
Continued promotion and encouragement of do-
nations to our Benevolent Fund. Donated $ 
1,500.00 each to Motivation Australia and St. 
Judes School. Set up a Post Office Box in Hutt 
Street. Continued support for Australian Rotary 
Health through their Indigenous Health pro-
gramme.  4 members volunteered their hospitality 
services at the International Students 20/20 
cricket match held at Adelaide Oval. 
 

Total net funds raised were $ 13,293.00 from: 
Quiz night - $ 3,732.00 
Melbourne Cup Luncheon $ 4,482.00 of which 
75% donated to Prostate Awareness Foundation.  
Adelaide Cup Raffle $ 250.00 
Car Rally - $ 950.00 
Olive Oil - $ 798.00 
Xmas Cakes - $ 188.00 
Xmas Party - $ 100.00 
Wine & Cheese night - $ 155.00 
Fines - $ 2,029.00  (Congratulate Arthur & Kevin) 
Wines - $ 50.00 
Entertainment books - $ 559.00  
 

It is wonderful to see Bev Clark, Carolyn Wigg & 
Bob Congdon representing their Clubs here to-
night as part of the Group 1 delegates.  Under the 
expert guidance of Marie Dorrington I am sure it is 
going to be a fun year and hope you enjoy the 
gatherings and sharing of information as I did in 
my year.  
 

As I enter a new phase in my life both personally 
and as Past President I would like you to consider 
what one of our famous leaders, Abraham Lin-
coln, once said:  “The best thing about the future 
is that it comes only one day at a time” 
 

The Future of Rotary will always be in your hands 
so let’s band together to “Building Communities 
Bridging Continents” in Helen’s year. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to lead our Club and 
serve the Community.  It has been an honour and 
a privilege and one that I am going to sadly miss. 
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D�
���� Rick Harcourt & 
Tony Harding 
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